
“The Quality of Mercy” 
 
From William Shakespeare’s play, “The Merchant of 
Venice”, Arnold Harris has set Portia’s famous speech, 
“The Quality of Mercy”. 
 
In a flowing 5/4 meter with a slow and thoughtful 
tempo, Harris brings music to match the meaning of 
Shakespeare’s timeless words about the rewards for 
both the one who gives and the one who receives  
“mercy”. 
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