“The Fly”

“The Fly”, a poem from the famous English
romantic poet William Blake’s (1757-1827)
“Songs of Experience” focuses our thoughts on
the life of a little common fly. Blake muses for
example how “my thoughtless hand” has
“brushed away” the fly’s summer play. Arnold
Harris has mirrored the text in his acapella
SATB setting with a thoughtful section
Juxtaposed with a lively, dance like section
accompanying Blake’s awareness that the fly,
like a person, dances and drinks and sings.
Changes of key and meter give extra life to this

unaccompanied setting.
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