
“The Clod & The Pebble” 
 

“The Clod & The Pebble”, is a poem from the 
famous English romantic poet William Blake’s 
(1757-1827) “Songs of Experience”.  The poem 
is a discussion of whether love, as a humble 
clod of clay at the bottom of a brook states, 
“seeketh not itself to please, but for another 
gives its ease”.  This contrasts with a pebble in 
the same brook as the clod that takes the 
opposite view that “love seeketh only self to 
please”.  
 
Arnold Harris’ acapella SATB setting of this 
poem also has contrasting music to mirror the 
context of the different aspects of the text. 
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