
Shenandoah 
 
“Shenandoah” is among the most famous traditional 
American folk songs.  There are many versions of its 
origins, with some tracing as far back as the 16th 
century among French Canadian fur traders on the 
Great Lakes.  It has a history as a sea shanty as well.  
There are also many versions of the lyrics, with most 
mentioning falling in love with the daughter of Chief 
Shenandoah of the Oneida Iroquois.   
 
Arnold Harris has set this haunting melody in acapella 
fashion with an echoing “away, we’re bound away” 
bounding through all the choral sections. 
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