
Jolly Old St. Nicholas 
 
The lyrics for “Jolly Old St. Nicholas” were written by 
Emily Huntington Miller.  Her poem with this title was 
published in 1865 in the “Little Corporal Magazine” 
under the title of  “Lilly’s Secret”. 
 
Arnold Harris has written a new and lilting melody that 
accentuates the fun aspects of the lyrics’ view of a child 
wondering about the mystery and “secret” of how Santa 
will come with his bag of gifts.  His arrangement 
highlights the “secret” of the lyric’s “don’t you tell a 
single soul, what I’m going to say” with dynamic 
contrasts of piano and forte. 
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Lyrics	by	Emily	Huntington	Miller
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