
 
I Heard The Bells On Christmas Day 

 
The lyrics of “I Heard the Bells On Christmas Day” 
were written during the Civil War by the famous 
American poet, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.   
His incessant wish for “peace on earth good will to 
men” reflects his, and the whole country’s anxieties in a 
time of war, especially while entering the joyful 
Christmas season.   
Arnold Harris' new melody and setting for these words 
has two contrasting sections, each in a different meter 
and mood. 
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